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Dates for Your Diary

We have been successful in our bid t o  t he
Regional Arts Lottery Programme (RALP) for
funding for the Dartmoor Sensing project (more

inside).  We were awarded £24,305, leaving us just £2,000
to raise.  As of the date of publication we received notice
that West Devon Borough Council granted our request
for £450 and South West Arts is providing £500 through
their Kicking Off fund for young artists.  Another funder
has agreed, in principle, t o donate £1,000 (we can’t disclose
their name until the grant is confirmed).  Receiving the
RALP grant is particularly good news as our previous efforts
in obtaining Lottery funding have been less than successful
- this is a significant  breakthrough for AHA.  Special thanks
are due South West Arts for the time, pat ience and energy
they have put into helping AHA get where we are today.
This funding allows us to  put in place a major project for
next year – it  begins November 1 and runs for twelve
months.

I n Update 7, AHA invit ed applicat ions from art ist s
wishing to  work on Dartmoor-related projects with
our support.  At its September meeting the Board had

eight proposals to  consider.  After thorough review and
discussion the Board recommended support  for two
projects.  1) A proposal from Joanna Mayes in which she
will work with the Dartmoor soundscape to  build a series
of interactive sound sculptures for exhibit ion both on and
off the moor.  This is  an exciting project and will be
developed for 2002/2003 – the hunt for funding now begins!

2) A proposal from writ er C aroline
Wilson to  host a taster writing session.
We hope there will be sufficient
interest from this session to  allow
AHA and Caroline t o  offer a series of
writing workshops on the moor in

2002.  In other Board news, t he
Tre asurer  re por t ed t hat  our
current bank balance was £4,917,
almos t  all of which was
commit t ed.  Thanks  were
conveyed to  Shane Edgar and
C arol Whibley for  t heir
successful work on the Creators
project.  For the moment the
sculptures continue on display
on the grounds of Buckland
Abbey.

In July, AHA opened a digit al
media studio in Michelcombe.
This is a major st ep for the
organisat ion as we begin t o
support an increasing number of

projects.  Having the studio has enabled us to support a feature
film production (Lost Contact) in return for the donation of
additional studio equipment.  Sundog Media (see below)
are using the studio to complete the Lives & Landscapes project.
AHA is not yet resource-rich enough to own all the equipment
in t he studio, but we are get ting there!  Included in t he
successful grant applicat ion to  t he Regional Arts Lottery
Programme was an allocation for capital equipment funding
that  will allow us to  purchase a new, powerful Apple G4
computer for the studio.  We are now able t o  support
professional-level audio and video projects, including work
with widescreen video and 5-channel surround sound to make
DVDs, audio CDs, CD-Roms, as well as the production of
conventional video materials.

A fter talking about it for a number of years, we’ve finally
decided to  hold an AHA Dinner this year, on Friday,
7th December.  This is primarily a fun social event.

SO, if you want to  meet other AHA folks, join us.  The plans
are for a set-menu meal (approx. £10 to  £12) t o  be followed
by a shadow puppet show featuring the amazing Dartmoor
puppets of Willem Montagne.   The venue will be the new
restaurant being opened by AHA members Hilary Townsend
and Judy Gordon-Jones in Ashburton. If you’re an AHA member
you’ll receive an invitation with more details and a booking
form soon.  If you’re not  a member but want to  join us (please
do!) ring 01822 890 539 and we’ll send you details and a
booking form.  You don’t have to be a member to come along!

These days we’re getting quite a lot of media attention
(thanks to  the efforts of Nancy and our wonderful
friend and Board Advisor Gillian Taylor whose expert

advice is invaluable in these matters).  However, we don’t
always see the stories – so we need your help.  If you see a
story relat ing to  AHA and it ’s activities can you please save it
for us or if you hear/see a broadcast on radio or TV, can you
note the station and dat e/time and let us know?  It would be
wonderful if you would give us a ring (01822 890 539) or put
the item in the post to  us.  Many thanks.

Lives & Landscapes
Lives & Landscapes continues apace, drawing to  its conclusion
at the end of this month.  In August Nancy Sinclair, Jackie
Parsons, artist Carol Ballenger and Devon Arts Officer
David Whitfield selected Plymouth-based Sundog Media
(Kayla Parker and Stuar t Moore) from a st rong field of
contenders as the video artists to  work with the volunteer
teams/individuals to  complete the project.  By the end of
October Kayla and Stuart  will have edited the final videotape
containing a rich select ion of short  video pieces about
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November
Saturday 10 • 10:30am • Fingle Bridge Car Park @ Angler’s Rest
Join Andy Stevens for an information-packed and fun walk
(3 hrs +/-) on parts of the Fisherman’s Path, the Hunter’s Path and
along the Teign and Fingle Rivers.  Andy will share his wealth of
historical facts, lead a few listening exercises and explain about the
hydroelectric plant which once powered Castle Drogo.  Food and
liquids afterwards at the Angler’s Rest.  For more information ring
Nancy on 01822 890 539 or nancy@aunheadart s.org.uk

Friday 16 •  Deadline to  contact us/rsvp if you want  to  attend the
AHA Annual Dinner (see below & inside).

December
Friday 7 • time tba  AHA Annual Dinner, Ashburton
Prix Fixe (approx. £10-12).  W ine/alcohol extra.  Original Dartmoor
entertainment included!  Pre-bookings are essential - please ring
01822 890 539 before November 16 .  (see inside for more info)

January 2002
Saturday 12 • 10:30am • Holne Cattle Grid Car Park
near Fore Stoke Farm  (SX699699)

Richard Parsons will take us on what he calls the TolkienWalk.  We’ll
leave some cars at t he Cat tle Grid Car Park and carpool in t he
rest up to  Combestone Tor Car Park to  begin this linear walk
taking in the twisted oak woods above the west side of the Dart.
Richard will take us along the Pipe Track above the river and we’ll
return to  where we met at Holne Cat tle Grid via Stoke.  Much of
the walk will be in the shelter of woods so we’ll be protected in
the event of inclement weather.  We can retire afterwards for
refreshment and respite (I’m writing this as rain and wind beat
against the windows) at t he Church House Inn, Holne.  Questions?
Ring me , N ancy, on 01822 890 539 or  email
nancy@auneheadart s.org.uk.
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AHA encourages car-pooling –– please ring me (Nancy, 01822 890 539) and I’ll try to match walkers and drivers!



Dartmoor’s Lives and Landscapes.  Some absolutely fantastic footage
was gathered - once project participant s were able to  get back onto
the moor.  Each of the pieces are wonderfully different in tone and
flavour.  It’s Sundog’s difficult task to  tie them all together into some
sort of sympathetic (or otherwise!) whole.  The completed videotape
will go on sale around the region in time for Christmas and you’ll
find a pre-order form on page 3.  You can help - the project grant
doesn’t cover reproduction costs for the videos, thus we’ll be relying
upon advance sales to  raise the needed funds.  The tape will contain
a set  of unique, excit ing and creat ive views of contemporar y
Dartmoor life – and will make a t errific gift (of course).  The price for
a VHS tape is a very reasonable £10.

Dartmoor Profile
A project whose instigator start s planning the next one before he or
she has finished the first must be deemed a success at any rate in its
execution.  Par ticipants in the making of t his book have done amazing
work:  some had never made a print before, but plunged straight in
and made twenty-four perfect  copies of their work, becoming more
and more proficient at the skill of printmaking as they progressed.
Dartmoor Profile is nearly done – almost all pages have been editioned,
one book is sewn and others are in the process of being sewn.  All
twenty-two should, with a bit of luck and a lot of hard work, be ready
for the launch which is to  take place in the Meeting Room at Parke,
the Dartmoor National Park headquarters, in early November.  All
those who have taken part  in the making of this artists’ book,
described on the t it le page as Celebration and Commemoration
1951-2001 , will receive an invitation to  the launch, together with
their families.  Members of Aune Head Arts will also be invit ed
– so if you have been meaning to pay that subscription (but
£8 or £10 seems so little to write a cheque for) do so
now so that you can at tend what promises to be
a good party!

The book itself will be on exhibition at t he High Moorland Visitor
Centre later in the year.  AHA (in t he form of Richard Povall) is
creating a CD Rom of version of the book (pre-order form on page
3).  The CD Rom will be readable as if it were a book, and will
contain instructions on how to print your own copy.  However, I
shall be able to print copies of it for people who would aren’t confident
about printing their own and are prepared to  part with the cost of
paper and ink as well as a little time:  price to  be worked out.  The
computer printed version will be slightly smaller than the limited
hand-made edition but will still be printed on good quality acid free
paper.

As for the first sentence of this report, again, watch this space...
(Joanna Radford)

Sounding Dartmoor
Chopping of wood, mewing of buzzards, stags roaring, militar y aircraft
flying low, blacksmiths’  hammering, cronking crows, gorse seeds
popping, cars over cat tle grids, wind in trees, gushing water, fox calls,
drumming rain, tawny owls, horses’ hooves, twittering skylarks, sheep,
bat calls, cockerels, bagpipes – all t hese sounds and more were
nominated for recording as exemplars of Dartmoor’s soundscape.

The goal of recording the sounds of Dartmoor across the four seasons
is still in place.  Instead of beginning with winter as originally intended
(pre-FMD) we have begun with autumn and will proceed through
summer of 2002 to  complete the recordings.

John Drever, Project  Manager, organised six  sound walks in
September with more to  be arranged shortly.  The walks included
listening as well as recording and were led by:  Nicola Smith, Spitchwick
(30/Aug); Nancy Sinclair & Richard Povall, Dartmoor Pony Show (1/
Sep); Andrew Stevens, Meldon Quarry & Cowsic Valley (4 & 8/Sep);
Paul Rendell, Burrator Resevoir (7/Sep); Brian Maddock, Haytor Down
(15/Sep).  Mini-disc recorders were provided through the University.
of Plymouth (project partner) and AHA, as well as by some of the
walk leaders.

If you’re interested in joining a sound walk, or in leading one,
please contact John Drever on
01392 427 813 or
j.drever@dartington.ac.uk, or
Nancy Sinclair on 01822 890
539 or
nancy@auneheadart s.org.uk

Dartmoor Insight
The much-delayed exhibit ion
schedule of Suky Best’s work, 10

Journeys, began in September at Ashburton Gifts and Gallery.  If you didn’t manage to  make it,
there are a number of other opportunities:  The Museum of Dartmoor Life in Okehampton
from October 2-27, the Big Wide Bay Gallery in Tavistock from March 28-April 13, and Castle
Drogo  from April 30-June 2 next year.  We’re very excited t o  see this work on display after it sat
neglected in our cottage for all the months of FMD.  It’s wonderful, thought-provoking work:
we’re quite thrilled with it.  Do try to  find time to  see it.  We want to  thank DA2 (Digital Arts
Development Agency) and Peter Ride in particular for the opportunity to  develop this work,
AHA’s first commissioning project.  Dartmoor Insight has been part  of DA2’s Cross Country Project
in which five artists’ projects took place in the rural areas of the five counties of the South West
region with DA2 and a locally-based co-producer in each county (AHA in Devon).  Support for
Cross Country was provided by the National Lottery through the Arts Council of England, Year of
the Artist, and the European Social Fund GB.  DA2, whose contribution to  the southwest in the
past 3 years has been so significant , has now relocated to  the University of Westminster (having
reached the end of their 3-year lottery funding in their Bristol base) and can be contacted through
their website:  www.da2.org.uk

Dartmoor Sensing
Dartmoor Sensing, our newest project, begins in November thanks to  a major grant from South
West Arts’ Regional Lottery Programme (RALP).  W ith the RALP funds in place and with most of
the addit ional funding already commit t ed, we’re ready to  launch.  AHA will commission
photographer John Curno  to make a series of images across Dartmoor, reflect ing contemporar y
life on the moor.  Well-known Dartmoor photographer Carol Ballenger will work with John to  select a series of the images for
exhibition.  These images will be turned over to  a team of five young writers and five young sound artists (ages 16 to  30) who will work
intensively in a residential workshop with writer Clare Seal and sound artist Richard Povall next summer.  During the 9 days of the
workshop they will build a series of interact ive works based around John’s images - how/what/where (and in what form) will be decided
by the par ticipants.  Out of this will develop an exhibition which will travel to  Plymouth, Exeter and N. Devon.  This RALP grant represents
our first major project funding from South West Arts and we want to  express our gratitude for the hard work of the officers there and
for their support and belief in us over the years we’ve been developing as an organisation.  Thanks in part icular to  Sara Williams, our lead
officer at SWA, and to  David Drake.

Other Projects
AHA is currently working on projects for 2002/2003 as 2001 projects wind up.  There are two major projects in the works, Focus on
Farmers and Moor Art/Moor Business.  In the next Update there will be more news on these projects – for now we can t ell you that
both of these project ideas are generating considerable interest both in the community and from funding bodies.
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