
June
Would you like to  lead a walk to  your favourite part of the
moor in June?  Give Nancy or Jackie a ring and we’ll include
the details in the next issue of the Update.  Thanks.
Nancy:  01822 890 539
n.sinclair@aunehead.fsnet.co.uk
Jackie:  01364 631 195
jackie@parsons26.fsnet.co.uk

AHA is hosting three Listening Walks at 11:00am on Monday,
19th February, as part of the Sound Practice conference at
Dartington Hall Centre.  Each Listening Walk will allow
participants to sample the diversity of sounds on Dartmoor
(we hope there will be more to  hear t han the sound of
rain on anoraks and the squelch of mud under boots...).
These three simultaneous walks leave from Combestone
Tor carpark at 11:00am on the 19th.  Walk leaders are:
Brian Maddock, Dartmoor National Park Guide; Willem
Montagne, Education Officer for Dartmoor National Park;
and Gillian Taylor, Press Manager for South West Arts and
former Communications Officer for Dartmoor National
Park.

Sound Practice is the first UK and Ireland Sound Community
(UKISC) conference and the focus is on sound, culture
and environment s.  A number of int ernat ional guest
speakers are a feature of the conference.  There will also
be panel presentat ions, installat ions and performances.
Conference dates are:  Friday 16th through Wednesday 21st

Februar y.  Par t icipant s may at t end all or part  of t he
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List en in g to Dartmoor

Sou n din g Dartmoor

Sound Nomination response cards are being received daily
by AHA.  A wonderful variety of common and not-so-
common sounds have been suggested for recording ––
gorse pods popping to  distribute seeds, the courting calls
of foxes, the cacophony of a rookery in Drewsteignton,
wellie boots in the mud, foxhounds in full cry, horses’
hooves galloping on turf, drop hammers at Finch Foundry,
a farrier shaping horse-shoes, the howling wind.

In early Summer, a series of Listening and/or Recording Walks
will be held on Dartmoor.  Walks will include sounds
nominated on the cards, as well as sounds identified by
AHA and the other organisations engaged in this joint
project –– TESE (Touring Ecology of Sound Environments)
and the University of Plymouth.  Interested AHA members
and others who want t o  get involved in the recording will
be given a short training session with mini-disc recorders
and invited to go out and capture their sounds.  The Listening
Walks provide an opportunity for part icipants t o  listen t o
the moor with members of UKISC –– the walks are open
to all.  At the end of this ongoing project the recordings
will be compiled onto CD and there will be a series of
sound exhibitions/installations around Dartmoor and the
region.

Sound Nomination cards were distributed across south
Dartmoor in December and are still being placed in pubs,
post offices and shops as well as being distributed at

conference –– for day rates, contact:  John Drever on:
01803 868 683 or visit the conference website at:
www.soundpractice.org.uk

While the walks leave from Combestone Tor at 11:00am,
membe rs of Aune Head Ar t s and those who have
nominated sounds for the Sounding Dartmoor project may
join conference par ticipant s at Dartington for a coach
journey to  Combestone  Tor.  The coach will leave
Dartington at  10:00am arriving at Combestone Tor at
11:00am.  The walks will last  approximately 3 hours.  The
coach will return t o  Dartington at  2:15pm, arriving at
3:15pm.  Participant s can purchase drinks in the White
Hart  Bar and join in informal discussions about the walks
with Brian, Willem, Gillian and fellow participant s.

If you plan to  come to Dartington and join the coach to
Combestone Tor –– you must RSVP to Nancy Sinclair
01822 890 539 or n.sinclair@aunehead.fsnet.co.uk no later
than Monday, 12th February.  AHA has 10 spaces reserved
on the coach for AHA members and/or contributors of
Sound Nomination cards (at no charge).  Others are
welcome to join the walkers at Combestone Tor at 11:00
a.m. (sharp).  Bring a packed lunch and something warm to
drink.

meetings and social events.  In the coming months cards
will be distributed on the North and West Moor.  If you
would be willing to  distribute cards to  your part of the
moor, or want to  find out more about the project ––
please contact Nancy on 01822 890 539
or n.sinclair@aunehead.fsnet.co.uk

Lives & Landscapes

Since its launch in October this video project has proved to
be a success.  Twenty-four individuals from around the region
are participat ing in t he creation of a series of short videos on
aspect s of contemporary Dartmoor.  Funding has been
provided to  AHA by the Devon and West Somerset Key Fund
and the West Devon Borough Council.

Participant s are working in project groups, each of which has
a different approach, or focus, on Dartmoor.  Topics include:
•  People who have lived through unusual events on the
   moor;
•  Dartmoor artists using the moor as their inspiration;
•  Women on Dartmoor and the environment where they
   live and work;
•  Young people, extreme sports and the leisure activit ies
   of teenaged girls;
•  A narrative about the Dart from the high moor to  the
   park’s boundary at  Buckfastleigh;
•  A close-study of special aspects of the moor:  water,
   granite, private journeys;
•  Unusual people/characters living on the moor.

March
Saturday, 17th • 12 noon • Postbridge carpark
Walk to  the falls on the East Dart led by Lynda Reynolds-
Smith (she’s promised fair weather).  Bring a packed lunch and
plan on a cream tea to  follow at Lydgate House Hotel.

April
Saturday, 7th • 10:00am • Drakeford Bridge carpark
Walk to  Lustleigh Cleve with Susan Gilderdale t o  see the
bluebells& primroses in bloom, dippers along the Bovey River
and the sheltered beauty of this wooded landscape.  Circular
walk with lunch in Lustleigh (at the Cleave Pub or Primrose
Cafe).  Approx. 9-10 miles, 3 main climbs, not too strenuous.

Directions to  Drakebrige carpark from Haytor Road, Bovey
Tracey (B3387).  The road is signed from the  roundabout
‘Haytor/Widecombe/Manaton’.  Pass  the DNPA Headquarters
at Parke (on your right ).  At Five Wyches Cross, take right fork

(Manaton/Becky Falls), cont inue to Reddaford Water turn right
(Lustleigh).    Proceed to  Drakeford Bridge -- just before the
bridge is a small carpark on the left with room for approximately
12 cars.

For more details or an outline map of the walk contact Susan
on 01626 833 461.

May
Saturday 12th  • 10:00 am • Venford Reservoir carpark
Circular walk to  the Forest Inn. (Difficulties with logistics in
January caused this walk to  be re-scheduled.)

Mike Power and Sally Cottis will lead us to  the Forest Inn,
Hexworthy for lunch, and return.  Mike has been doing historical
research into the areas of Holne Moor the route crosses and
will fill us in on some of the details about this interesting part
of the moor.

February
Monday, 19th • 11:00am • Combestone Tor carpark
Listening Walks with Brian Maddock, Willem Montagne, and
Gillian Taylor in conjunction with t he Sound Practice conference
at Dartington Hall.  (see page 1 for details.)

Rushing waters of Venn Brook as it meets the Dart



Commissioned artist  Suky Best spent several weeks in November and December investigating and recording on video the daily journeys
of ten Dartmoor residents for her project Ten Journeys.  Suky is a meticulous collector of quiet moments –– she captures and stretches out
small passages of time as she watches the details of life in the countryside.

The final artworks will be long thin prints of edited sections of the videos –– some encompassing a journey from start to  finish, others just
a second from a car passing through the lanes.  Suky creates the final  images by manipulat ing the video footage and printing them on an
inkjet printer.  The actual image sizes are:  110cm x 25cm.

Suky is due to  complete the project at the end of March and AHA is in the process of co-ordinating a series of exhibitions in and around
the Dartmoor region.  The next Update will contain information about exhibition dates and locations.

Ten Journeys is a co-production of AHA and DA2 (the Digital Arts Development Agency) as part of its Cross Country project –– five artists
working in the rural areas of the five counties of South West England.  Organisat ions from Dorset, Cornwall, Gloucestershire, and
Somerset co-produced projects in their respective counties with DA2.  Support for Cross Country was provided by the National Lottery
through the Arts Council of England, Year of the Artist, and the European Social Fund GB.

For more information about Cross Country, contact  DA2 at 0117 914 6543 or email office@da2.org.uk
For more information about Ten Journeys, contact  AHA on 01822 890 539 or email n.sinclair@aunehead.fsnet.co.uk

Teams are in the process of planning and storyboarding their
concepts, researching their locations and/or their interview subjects,
and capturing preliminary video footage.  Videoing of concepts will
continue through early Summer.  Editing workshops and training
will begin in May.  The final video(s) are due to  be complete in
September, 2001 –– further details in the next Update.

Some very enterprising folks in Holne, along with Holne and Scoriton
in Action, have come up with plans to  produce a theat re work
based on this past summer’s Monks’ Path Walk.  The original impetus
for the project came from some of the AHA members who took
part in t his 2-day walk following an ancient route from Buckland
Abbey to  Buckfast Abbey on August 5th and 6th, 2000.

Project  co-ordinator Jackie Parsons has just  announced that
meetings for the theatre production will begin on Thursday, February
8th at 7:00pm at the Church House Inn in Holne.  Meetings/rehearsals
will continue each Thursday at the Church House Inn from 7:00pm
to 9:30pm through the 26th of April.  Performances will begin on
Saturday, 28th April, at Holne Village Hall at 8:00pm.  The project is a
production of Holne and Scoriton in Action, with assistance from
AHA and some of its members.

Jackie want s people to  get involved in all aspect s of the production
–– from devising the script to  production –– from performing to
front and back of house.  Questions?  Want to get involved?  Contact
Jackie on 01364 631 195 or jackie@parsons26.fsnet.co.uk

Work is well underway for this handmade artists’/printmakers’ book.
Three of those involved, Joanna Radford, Sally Cottis and Susannah
Lash have completed their plates and are ready to  begin printing
their images (editioning them) for each of the 24 copies of the book
(23 will be bound with one kept unbound for exhibition).  Jenny
Pery has not only completed her plat e featuring views of Haytor
Rocks, she has editioned all 24 of her pages –– they look fabulous.

Please clip  this form and send it, together with a cheque paya ble to Aune Head Arts, to:
Aune Head Arts, c/o Court Gate Cottage, Harbourneford, South Brent, Devon TQ10 9DT

Membership

Name
Address

Postcode   Telephone (          )      E-mail

Date

£5 Under-16, unwaged, single parent, concessions
£8 Single full membership
£10 Family membership
£30 Organisational membership

12-month memberships

Aune Head Arts

Non-expiring membership
£250+ Dartmoor Angel

Membership will be valid for 12 months, starting from the date on which your form is processed.
Please allow 2-3 weeks for us to process your membership.Dartmoor Prof ile

Other participants took advantage of three printmaking workshops
(two at Holne Village Hall and one at Joanna’s home) to  begin work
on their images.  Still o thers have writt en, or are writing, works of
poetry or prose for inclusion in the final edit ions.  Inspiration for the
moorland images in the book come from a range of locations and
ideas:  Lydford Gorge, Trendlebere Down, Brent Moor, Haytor Rocks,
New Bridge & the Dart, Pudsham Down, the Ten Tors, Snaily House,
the Hound of the Baskervilles, amongst others.

Participant s are:

Dartmoor Profile, conceived and co-ordinated by Joanna Radford, is
the project of the above group of Dartmoor residents (some of
whom are AHA members).  The book is due to  be published in
September, 2001.  Joanna is investigating submitting the finished book
for inclusion in various handmade book exhibitions across the UK
and Europe; it will also feature in an AHA exhibition at t he High
Moorland Visit ors Centre in 2002.  AHA will fund and produce a
version of Dartmoor Profile on CD from which people can print their
own books. The images will also be downloadable from the AHA
website (pending agreement from the participants).  Joanna secured
funding to  support creation of the book through the Rural Creative
Projects Fund which is administered by Villages in Action.

Here is another opportunity to  see this exhibit ion of photographs
and sculptures if you missed it at the Paignton Zoo last Autumn.
Beginning Saturday 24th, February, Creators –– Family of the Moor will
be on display at Buckland Abbey.  The Abbey is open for Winter Hours
from 17th February to  18th March (Saturday/Sunday 2pm to 5pm --
grounds open from 12:30pm).  As of Friday, 23rd  March the Abbey is
open to  the public daily from 10:30am to 5:30pm (closed Thursdays).
Last admission 45 minutes before closing.  The exhibit ion will remain
at the Abbey through to  the 6th of June.

The exhibition will be housed in the ancient monastic barn.  The
barn is magnificent and a work of art  in itself.  It seems a fitt ing place
to display this exhibition about the impact of man and his domestic
beasts on the landscape of Dartmoor.

A visit t o  the Abbey is recommended, especially t o  those who
participat ed in the Monks’ Path Walk last August.  As walker leader
Lynda Reynolds-Smith said, on beginning our journey, the Abbey was
a small Cistercian monastery and the current house incorporates
the remains of the 13th centur y Abbey church.  The National Trust
(NT) has on display extensive and well-presented information about
the history of the Abbey and of its time as home to Sir Francis Drake
(Monks’ Path walkers may recall meeting Sir Francis and Lady Drake
back in August...).  The grounds are magnificent with a number of
walks, and there are craft workshops, a tea shop and gift shop.

As Buckland Abbey is owned by the NT, visitors to  t he exhibition
will have to  pay the NT admission:  £4.60 adults, £2.30 children,
£11.50 family -- these fees provide t he NT with support for their
charit able activities.  A grounds only fee (£2.40/adult s, £1.20/children)
includes the exhibit ion (no grounds fee during the winter period ).
There is no charge to  NT members.

AHA received support for this project through the Millennium Festival
Awards for All programme.

•  The Parsons Family
•  Jenny Pery
•  Joanna Radford
•  Ru Roberts (text)
•  Ann Russell
•  Nancy S inclair
•  George Southcombe (text)
•  Gillian Stone (text)
•  Judy Taylor
•  John Vickery (text)
•  Widecombe Primary School

•  Sally Baber
•  Mary Bartlett
•  Cea Blyth
•  Sally Cottis
•  Andrew Davis
•  Shane Edgar
•  Sue Gilderdale
•  George Hedger
•  Jackie Juno
•  Susannah L ash

Monks’ Path Devised Theat re

Creators - F amily of  the Moor

 Dart moor Insight Ten Journeys

Detail from a working print     ‘Between Michelcombe and Postbridge’    Suky Best 2000

Joanna checks her map during the  Monks’ Path Walk

October Printmaking workshop in Holne  Village Hall

Detail from a working print     ‘Between Michelcombe and Postbridge’    Suky Best 2000



AHA is looking for a few new project  ideas which involve
contemporary Dartmoor.  Last  year AHA worked with several
regional artists and community members to help bring their projects
to  fruition.  Creators –– Family of the Moor, the Monks’ Path Walk
and Dartmoor Profile were all projects that individuals brought
forward to  AHA.  Each year AHA would like to  continue to  help
individuals and/or community groups make their ideas for art s
projects a reality.

AHA can offer assistance with projects on several levels:  advisory,
limited co-production, or joint-production.  We can help with:  advice,
co-ordination, present ation, mar keting and publicity, volunteer
support, and some aspects of fundraising.

Suggested projects (joint or otherwise) will be reviewed by the
AHA Board of Directors at its meeting in summer 2001.  They will
be looking for small-scale project s suggest ed by resident s of
Dartmoor or which involve residents of Dartmoor in their creation,
production and presentation.  Projects may be based on elect ronic
art forms (digit al photogr aphy, video, sound, etc.) or on more
tradit ional artforms (sculpture, photography, printmaking) or any
combination thereof .  The emphasis/subject matter of projects has
to be contemporary Dartmoor.  A secondary emphasis must be on
the involvement of Dartmoor residents, whether artists or non-
artist s.  Training/workshop components are especially welcome.
Proposed projects should take twelve months or less from start to
finish.

Send your ideas to Aune Head Arts, High Moorland Business Centre,
Princetown, Yelverton, Devon PL20 6QF or email them to Nancy
or Jackie.
n.sinclair@aunehead.fsnet.co.uk  •   jackie@parsons26.fsnet.co.uk
Due to  limited resources, we regret that  AHA won’t be able to  get
involved with every project concept put forward.

All current AHA members are invited to  the 2001 Annual General
Meeting (AGM) to be held on Sunday, 1st April, in Princetown.  The
Directors will be gathering for lunch and a chat at the Plume of
Feathers Inn at 12:30 pm, prior to  the meeting.  Members and
interested others are welcome to join us (at your own expense).
The meeting will be held in t he Conference Room of the High
Moorland Business Centre from 2:30 pm to 4:00 pm.  Use the
Business Ce nt re ent rance, not t he Visit ors Cent re ent rance.
Following the AGM everyone is invited to  join us for a tour of the
High Moorland Visitors Centre.

Current members of AHA will receive formal notice of the AGM, a
copy of the Agenda and relevant at tachments on or before the 5th

of March, 2001.  Non-members who would like to  vote at t he
meeting are encouraged to  join AHA –– membership can be taken
until t he AGM is called to  order on the 1st April.  Single Members of
AHA have one vote and Family Members have two votes.
As of 17th January AHA has 33 voting members (single and family).

Call for Project s

A nnual General Meet ing

Last Autumn AHA received the following letter from Joan Taber of
Denver, Colorado.

Dartmoor in  the year 2000 and here I was at the end of a
long journey from Colorado to visit Princetown where my
ancestors lived at Oak ery Cottage from the early  1840’s to
1914. Dartmoor seemed a magical p lace with its bright green
landscape, rocks, and dazzling white sheep. I stepped off
the bus and I was awed to see the P lume and Feathers,
where my  aunt Lil lie K istle had worked as a housemaid for
the Crockers (probably Mrs. Jane Winter Crocker) in  the early
part of the century.

There w as the Wesley an Methodist Chapel  w here my
grandmother Clara Kistle was a devout worshipper and her
children attended the Sunday School.  Louie Bolt o f Bolt’s
Store was their teacher. A h igh light of the ch ildren’s year
was the Annual Sunday School  Outing and, of course, the
Princetown Fair held  in  the Square each second Wednesday
in September. There were swings, roundabouts, and al l
manner of del ights!

My grandfather was Edwin James Kistle , know n loca lly  as
Gentleman Jim because of  the care he took  with h is
appearance.  He was a quarryman and farmer, and bred
bullocks. His first child , Lil lie,  was born in1895 and one of
her earliest memories w as of her father making her a l ittle
fish ing rod and they would trot off fish ing together. Ada was
the second of their n ine ch ildren. She and Lillie passed on
many happy memories of their childhood at Oakery  to my
cousin Margery Harman, Ada’s daughter.

As I stood on the bridge, looking down to where Oakery
Cottage and farm had been until the 1920’s, I p lay ed their
recollections ov er in  my mind. I could almost hear
the laughter as the li ttle g irls p layed on the stepping stones
in the Blackabrook riv er. They would often fall in  and then
hang their petticoats to dry on the bushes. A family story
was how  they taught their sister Minnie to ride a b icycle by
giving her a shove and sending her whizzing down Oakery
Hill.  (Yes, poor Minnie survived!) Whenever they had a penny
to spend, Ada and Lill ie lov ed to visit ‘Watty’ Tooker’s shop
(Walter E. Tooker) to buy a stick of l iquorice for a farth ing
and three other varieties at a farth ing each.

The ch ildren crossed the clapper bridge to the sh ippen where
the cattle were kept. It was interesting to see that while

F rom Princetown to D enver
only the foundation of the cottage remains,
the s h ippen  is sti l l  be ing  us ed.  Ada
remembered her task  of  f eeding the
chi ck en s,  the  w hi te on es ca l l ed
Wyandottes, the Rhode Island Reds, and
the guinea fow l know n as g leanies. Before
school, Li llie and Ada would often deliver
milk,  cream, eggs, cheese and butter from
Clara’s dairy to the cook at the house of
the Deputy Governor of  Dartmoor Prison.
The ch ildren crossed the road from Oakery,
walked by the leat which ran across the
prison newtake and farm, and en route saw
some ‘trusty’ convicts regularly . There was
alw ays a greeting or a comment on the
weather, and the g irls were treated with
respect at all times. The trusties work ed
on the prison farm and fie lds, and Clara
Kistle w ould often sl ip  them mi lk  and
something to eat when they passed by. In
those days, the prisoners wore gray jackets
and trousers cov ered w ith b lack broad
arrows. Their boots w ere hobnailed and the
studs on the so les were inserted in  the
shape of a broad arrow , so their footsteps
would be seen on soft ground.

Around 1911, when she was 14, Ada be-
came nanny to Charles and Mol ly,  the ch il-
dren of Susan and Mr. A. E. Barrington, up
at their beautifu l home at Tor Roy al.  She
also told  of World War I in  the vil lage,  when District Nurse Thompson of the Princetown Branch of the Dartmoor Nursing
Association gave lectures in  first aid  and home nursing in  readiness for any emergency. Ada and the other volunteers
would go out on the moor to gather sphagnum moss which was sent to a pharmaceutical company to be made into fie ld
dressings. The Queen Mary’s Needlew ork Guild  was also active in  Dartmoor and the Princetown lad ies made many kn itted
warm garments for sold iers on the cold , muddy battlefields.

The earlier generation at Oak ery Cottage were my great grandparents, Eliza and James Kistle, stone mason and farmer.
They married in  1841 and Oakery Cottage became their home. The Dartmoor Poet, Jonas Cok er, w as a witness at their
wedding in  Ly dford and he buil t some of the newtake walls at Oakery. When they moved in , the cottage was very
picturesque with an ex terior gal lery, but in  the early 1880’s renovation took p lace. The verandah was removed and the
reed roof rep laced with slate. Will iam Crossing and others d isapproved of i ts changed appearance and said so in  print!

I enjoyed the view of the prison where my Great Uncle Sam Perkins was an officer. Margaret and John Perkins of Mis Tor,
Rundlestone, were my maternal great grandparents. Their grandson Ron Perkins’   name is on the war memoria l in
Princetown. Their granddaughter Pansy Perkins took  ov er the farm when John d ied. Pansy married Alexander Youngson
who d ied in  a tragic accident at Merrivale Quarry in  1944. Passing the Duchy Hotel, I thought of Minnie Rowe, daughter
of Aaron Rowe,  who was in  the same class at school as Ada. At the age of 21, Minnie was sewing without using a th imble,
pricked her finger, and subsequently d ied of b lood poisoning. Ada told  this story to her daughter with a grave warning to
alw ays use a th imble!
My last visit was to the churchyard where I f ound the graves of Clara and James Kistle and although I never k new
them, it was very mov ing to be there. What began as a v isit to Dartmoor in  the new mi llennium had become a home-
coming!   Joan Taber and Margery Harman

A scan of the Princetown Wesleyan Methodist Church Sunday
School Card that belonged to Ada Kistle in 1911.  ‘Interesting
that they attended twice on Sundays and parents were  asked
not to give them spending money!’ (Joan)

The  photo was taken in the early 1860's and shows the  grounds of Oakery Cottage and
my great grandmother Eliza Kistle who is rinsing her laundry in the Blackabrook River!
She only did this with the  finer linen garments.  She is wearing black because she is in
mourning for her son W illiam who was killed in a riding accident at the age of 13.

This photo is of the  Princetown Home Nursing
Class dated 1916.  The young lady in the second
row from the front, the second in from the right,
is ADA KISTL E, daughter of Clara and James
Kistle of Oakery cottage, Princetown. At the
time, Ada was employed as a Nanny to the
Barrington children at Tor Royal.  The  Nurse in
charge of the class was Nurse Thompson.  I
would love to know who the  others are!  (Joan)

If you can identify anyone in this photograph,
or can expand on the information in the
other photographs or on that provided in
Joan’s letter, please contact AHA:  01822 890
539 or n.sinclair@aunnehead.fsnet.org.uk.
Many thanks!  Joan can be contacted in
Denver on    epistles@email.msn.com

When not working on projects, AHA folks love a good cream tea.


